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board painting — the largest bill-
board sign in New York City.

Pear River artist
plies his trade on
a mammoth scale

" Pearl River's Clifford Land
recently finished work on the biggest
billboard sign in New York City.

It’s a 190- by 90-foot picture of
men in jackets and jeans dangling in
the air. Nearly two-thirds the length
of a football field, and about seven
stories high, the sign was
commissioned by a leading menswear
company and stands on the roof of an
eight-story warehouse overlooking
Bruckner Expressway in the Bronx,
about a quarter of a mile north of the
Triborough Bridge.
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Land, 36, said the billboard drew
a lot of attention from young people.
“I could see them waving to me. Of
course, it’s pretty high up, so
passersby below looked more like
ants or little toy soldiers,” he said.

Land has worked for the past two
years as a billboard artist at
Transportation Displays Inc., a multi-
national billboard company, and is
recognized as one of the most prolific
and talented figures in billboard
painting. But now he’s venturing
forth with easel and brush to make
his mark as a serious painter.

“] see one art form blending into
the other,” he said. “The skills and
artistic powers I acquired and
developed down the years from
painting billboards seemed to
transfer naturally and spontaneously
into my fine art,” he said.

Land describes his fine art as a
kind of people-to-people
communication.

“It’s directed at people, about
people,” he explained. “I use symbols
and icons from American popular
culture. My subjects are our heroes,
whether they be Mickey Mouse or
Marilyn Monroe. These figures
possess charm, power and dignity.
They embody the qualities our
society values most.” :

Twenty of these canvases will be
featured through February at Gallery
Stendhal, 622 Broadway, just north of
Houston Street in Manhattan. The
exhibit, Land’s first one-man show, is
titled “Heroes and Legends.” Gallery
hours are 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesdays
through Saturdays. Admission is free.

Land and his wife, Sarah, live in
Pearl River with their children,
Melissa, 11; Jesse, 9; Nathan, 7;
Andrew, 4; and Heather, 2.




